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The Establishment and Challenge of the
Kishida Regime:
A Focus on Internal Power Structure

Ming-Shan Wu

Professor, The Department of Mass Communication, I-SHOU University

[ Abstract]

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, who came into the inheritance
of “Abe politics”, expressed around the middle of July his will to
run for the president of the Liberal Democratic Party. However, later
on September 3rd he announced his withdrawal. In less than two
months, the drastic changes shocked the Japanese political arena.
After Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga announced his withdrawal, major
political events, such as the election of the Liberal Democratic Party’s
president, the personnel arrangement of the Liberal Democratic Party’s
cadres, the nomination of the Prime Minister on the parliament, the
formation of the new cabinet, the dissolution and re-election of the
House of Representatives, and the launch of the new regime, unfolded
one after another in a short period of time. Fumio Kishida won the
fierce Liberal Democratic Party presidential election, as well as the
House of Representatives election, ushering in the “post-Abe era.” For
the Kishida regime that derives from factional politics; it faces many
challenges on whether it can comply with public opinion, shake off the

stereotypes of Abe politics, and show its unique leadership.

Keywords: Yoshihide Suga, Shinzo Abe, LDP, House of Representatives

election, Kishida regime
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